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SAN DIEGO GAS & ELECTRIC (U 902 M) POST-WORKSHOP COMMENTS  
TO THE RULE 21 WORKING GROUP’S JUNE 20, 2008 WORKSHOP ON  

THE RULE 21 WORKING GROUP 

I. 

INTRODUCTION 

San Diego Gas & Electric (“SDG&E”) appreciates the opportunity to provide comments 

to the California Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) regarding the Rule 21 workshop 

held in San Francisco on June 20, 2008.  SDG&E views the workshop as a positive first step 

toward the final transition of responsibilities of the working group from the California Energy 

Commission to the Commission. 

The Rule 21 Working Group was originally established by the Commission for the 

purpose of developing a uniform electric Rule 21 among the California Investor Owned Utilities 

(“IOUs”).  The intent of a uniform Rule 21 was to facilitate and streamline the interconnection 

process for small customer owned generators statewide.  This goal was achieved in early 2001 

when the IOUs filed the first version of the “new” Rule 21. Since 2001 the Rule has undergone 

additional revisions as a result of various refinements.  
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Because the current “new” Rule 21 has greatly improved and streamlined the 

interconnection process in the state, SDG&E believes the Rule 21 Working Group has achieved 

its intended mission and further development is no longer required.  However, SDG&E 

recognizes the considerable amount of time and effort it took to reach the current form of Rule 

21.  Accordingly, SDG&E believes that it is important that the Commission continue to maintain 

the uniformity of Rule 21.  For that reason, SDG&E recommends that the status of the current 

working group be modified from a “development working group,” that meets on a regular basis, 

to a “maintenance working group” that would meet efficiently twice yearly to monitor 

uniformity and address new issues and developments (e.g., changes to the Commission pre-

approved Forms.)  

SDG&E considers defining the role and the structure of a maintenance working group as 

a high priority for the Commission to address.  SDG&E encourages the establishment of a 

maintenance working group as soon as practicable in order to address the open issues presented 

at the workshop.  SDG&E recommends that this working group could be modeled similarly to 

the SGIP working group with the IOUs having representatives at each meeting.  Likewise, the 

Commission would designate its own representatives.  Like the SGIP WG, the membership 

should be limited to those who are directly involved in the implementation (of Rule 21, in this 

case, it would be the IOUs and the CPUC) for the sake of expediency.  Meetings should be 

documented so there is accurate history available and issues already dealt with are not circled 

back to many times over unnecessarily, or without the agreement of the WG members.   

The other open policy issue SDG&E believes still requires attention is the issue of 

consolidating the numerous overlapping DG reports circulated among the working group 

members that can be redundant, inconsistent or overburdensome (at times simultaneously)  This 
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item was discussed in the past, eventually suspended until further notice and has remained in that 

stalled status.  Although reporting is not directly an interconnection issue, it did – and still does – 

affect those dealing with reports related to Rule 21.  For that reason, SDG&E considers this a 

valid issue that should be resolved.  

Regarding the remaining policy Issues mentioned in the paper circulated by the Energy 

Division to the Rule 21 Working Group members, those appear to be new ( not having been 

presented to the working group prior to the June 20 meeting) and do not  appear to have a direct 

relevance to Rule 21 interconnection procedures.  Accordingly, SDG&E believes that these are 

not issues that the Rule 21 Working Group should address. 

Regarding the noted technical issues in the list of issues circulated to the Working Group, 

SDG&E supports the development of work completed under IEEE 1547.1 (Conformance 

Testing) for consideration under Rule 21, and agrees that the Interconnection Application Form 

should be updated.  Of the remaining Technical Issues in the matrix, the last item, regarding 

Certification, is a key issue since manufacturers will continue to solicit certification status for 

new systems.  A Certification Committee was developed within the Rule 21 Working Group, 

chaired by BEW Engineering, which met to provide an evaluation of certification requests.  At 

this point, it is not clear how certification requests are currently being handled.  

When technical issues are to be considered, it is strongly recommended that technical 

resources be added to allow proper vetting of technical issues.  This need was satisfied by BEW 

Engineering in the CEC Rule 21 Working Group process, and this played a critical role in the 

effective development of the technical sections of Rule 21.  It is critical to maintain an 

understanding of technical discussions and decisions that have taken place in past working group 

meetings in the crafting of the current Rule 21 before considering revisions. 
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This concludes SDG&E’s comments. 

Respectfully submitted, 

By:  /s/ Steven D. Patrick   
 Steven D. Patrick 

Attorney for 

SAN DIEGO GAS & ELECTRIC COMPANY 
555 West Fifth Street, Suite 1400 
Los Angeles, CA  90013-1011 
Phone:  (213) 244-2954 
Fax:  (213) 629-9620 

July 14, 2008 E-Mail:  spatrick@sempra.com 
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